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A Salaried and Demagogic Scribbler 
on Hearst's Chicago American 
Vents His Spleen on 
The Socialists 


twentieth century paper 


Desperate Attempts Will be Made'by the 
Democratic Press to Turn the Tide 
o< Socialism—A Political 
Excrescence 


By Urn. Atterbary 

The leaders of the democratic party 
are in desperate hope of leading the peo¬ 
ple to understand them“, the harder they 
apply themselves to their great task the 
more certain it becomes that they are 
doomed to failure. And the reason of it 
is to be found in the insincerity of the 
leaders; they arc for the most part con¬ 
fused in their thinking, contradictory in 
speech, antagonistic in policy and hypo¬ 
critical in profession. 

Nothing is more pregnant with civic 
hypocrisy and damnation than the so- 
called “regenerated" democracy. For 
years it has coquetted with and seduced 
every third party movement that has 
come into existence, protesting its only 
desire to be the accomplishment of the 
reforms these parties have advocated, 
but really for the sole purpose of coral- 
ling votes sufficient in local, state and 
national elections to gain control of the 
public spoils by turning the republicans 
out. 

Where this party of noisy profession 
' and niggardly performance has been in 
control it has always proved itself 
equally capitalistic with the republican 
party, and it has done no more for the 
masses of the people, the working class. 

Such poor conception of civic duty qs 
the leaders of this party have is confined 
to a consideration of individual aggran¬ 
dizement at the expense of the people. 
This they call “individual liberty." 

It denounces trusts in the North; 
lustily proclaiming a profound interest 
in the working man, and shares in the 
benefits of trusts and white slavery in 
the South. 

It declares the financial question to 
be as dead as Julius Caesar, and reaf¬ 
firms the 16 to I rot of the Chicago and 
Omaha platforms. 

Its press buys professional sophists 
to write fallacious arguments about “far- 
reaching vital policies," to deaden the 
conscience arid intelligence of the people 
to issues that are really vital. 

It is too-cowardlv to face these Issues 
and too hypocritical to espouse them. 

Having destroyed by chicanery and 
double-dealing every third party move¬ 
ment up to date, this boastful democracy 
now finds itself up against a harassing 
obstacle to its success in the Social 
Democratic Party. It is writhing and 
venting its spleen at third parties in gen¬ 
eral and the Socialist party in particu¬ 
lar. The paper selected for the propa¬ 
ganda (can you believe it?) is Ilearst s 
Chicago American. The scribbler to 
whom the assignment has been given is 
James Crcelman, a person who probably 
never had an intellectual conviction on 
any subject under the sun that was not 
readily convertible into cash for use in a 
capitalistic newspaper. 

Of the Chicago American it may be 
said that it is “the twentieth century 
newspaper,” if we are to accept the say- 
so of its publisher. Some of us, how¬ 
ever,‘will prefer not to accept that as 
final. Some of us have ideas of our own 
about a twentieth century newspaper. 
That they would not be approved by the 
Chicago American is clear from the fact 
that in its first edition this paper said: 
“It will demand the construction by 
Americans- of the greatest navy .of the 
world; this navy to protect us against 
foreign foes. WHICH ALONE \N I- 
HAVE TO FEAR.” 

I have been groping around under the 
delusion, as it now appears, that the real 
enemies of this republic, according to 
the democratic party, were the imperial¬ 
ists—Hanna, McKinley, Roosevelt, and 
that set. But here comes the chief (and 
■newest) organ of Bryanism in these 
parts with the information that our “for¬ 
eign foes” are the only ones “we have to 
fear.” This insidious cnemv of repub¬ 
lican institutions, imperialism, is. after 
all, only a scarecrow of rags. So we 
will encourage and “demand that costly 
appendage of imperialism on the seas, 
the “greatest navy of the world ’! That 
is a nobie ambition for the beginning of 
jr the twentieth century I Encircled by a 
belt of five-million-dollar battleships. 


what perfect repose and serenity will be 
ours in the thought that we, the work¬ 
ing slaves of America, have no toes to 
fear at home I Hurrah for DEMO-. 
CRATIC PROTECTION I 


Creelman has discovered that the So¬ 
cialists "threaten and harass the demo¬ 
cratic party.” In this condition of af¬ 
fairs he sees an ominous sign of catas¬ 
trophe to the country. Annoyed by the 
uncompromising attitude of Socialists 
and seeing no way by which the third 
party can be tricked and absorbed by 
the democratic tiger, he proceeds to 
earn his salary by heaping abuse and 
epithets upon its adherents. They are 
"cowards,” "hypocrites.” “poltroons," 
"degenerates” and “traitors." This is 
good democratic .argument. Bankrupt 
in principle, with no policy of its own 
save that of opposition to the party in 
power, “threatened and harassed” by 
the growing spirit of Socialism, in which 
the working class is now coming to sec 
its only hope of emancipation from cap¬ 
italistic exploitation, this spurious polit¬ 
ical aggregation in which the spirit of 
democracy is also as dead as Julius 
Caesar, vents its wrath through its hired 
penmen and splutters about the “civic 
treason” of a voter who fails to support 
the absurd, out-of-date and reactionary 
policies advocated in a confused sort of 
way by Mr. Bryan, Governor Stone of 
Missouri and Jim Creelman the penman. 
The latter obviously has no conception 
of what the Socialist movement is. al¬ 
though he is afraid it will “overwhelm 
and engulf the moderate policy of the 
democratic party.” I should say that 
nothing" more truly beneficial to the 
world could happen than the complete 
defeat of a party that has been .one of 
the principal instrumentalities in this 
country for the promotion of political 
jobbery and the debauchery of civic 
honor. A party whose agents and emis¬ 
saries (and even its journalists, exclud¬ 
ing Creelman) try to entice and seduce 
voters into its bailiwick with the assur¬ 
ance that Brvan himself is a “Socialist, 
too”; a party that only a few days ago 
claimed through some of its Chicago 
leaders (was Creelman one?) to have in¬ 
fluence enough with the Social Demo¬ 
crats to arrange for the withdrawal of 
their presidential candidate about Octo¬ 
ber i; a party that systematically strives 
to turn voters away from the only’movc- 
ment that can help them by hypocritical 
profession and cowardly slander; a 
partv that prates'abodt a "great national 
peril,” and in making its appeal to the 
conscience of the people has the brazen 
effrontery to sav: “IT IS NOTO¬ 
RIOUS THAT MR. HANNA, THE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE REPUB¬ 
LICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE, 
IS ASSISTING MR. DEBS, THE SO¬ 
CIALIST CANDIDATE FOR PRES¬ 
IDENT,” such a party deserves to be 
swept into oblivion instead of into the 
White House. 

If there is any degeneracy in this 
country more pitiable than that of dem¬ 
ocratic politicians and writers, we shall 
have to look for it among the politicians 
and writers of the republican party. It 
has never yet been found in third party 
movements. The statement by Creel¬ 
man appeared editorially in Hearst's 
Chicago American last Sunday. It is, 
of course, a premeditated and malicious 
lie; but what the degenerated demo¬ 
cratic party lacks in argument it must 
make up for in lying, and Creelman, 
who must earn his salary, seems to be 
equal to the requirements. 

I Cm the approaching election this 
party shall be defeated, and its defeat so 
thorough and complete as to forever 
extinguish it and its capitalistic lackeys, 
leaving the Socialists to confront the 
banded lords of plunder (with Creelman 
thrown in) some progress will have 
been achieved and a flagrant evil will 
be removed from the arena of politics. 
No wage earner should help to galva¬ 
nize this dead body of democracy. 

When Creelman prattles about “indi¬ 
vidual liberty" he simply repeats non¬ 
sense that was exploded long ago—but 
he doesn’t know it. 

. When Crcelman asks the people to 
study the political lessons of the repub¬ 
lics of the past, he gives them danger¬ 
ous advice for his paltry cause, but I 
hope they will do it. When he under¬ 
takes the role of fabricating lies to de¬ 
ceive the people he is a genuine demo¬ 
cratic success. When lie essays the part 
of a public educator he is a genuine 
democratic failure. 


A statement made recently in The 
Herald to the effect that Comrade J. W. 
Kelley, who is a member of the city 
council at Marion and our candidate for 
governor of Indiana, wafc the first So¬ 
cialist elected to office in that State, was 
not strictly correct. Comrade W. J. 
Croke was elected to the Marion coun¬ 
cil at the same time and is now candi¬ 
date for State Auditor, and Sebastian 
Fezicr, of Alexandria, the party’s nomi¬ 
nee for Court Reporter, was elected to 
the council in Alexandria on the same 
day. 




Difference Noted Between “Cost of 
Production” and “Price of 
Production”—The Com¬ 
position of Capital 


THE SUBSTANCE OF VALUE 


Subscribe for “The Herald” 


How the Law of Competition Continually 
Forces the Individual Producer to 
Give Way to the Syndicate 
and the Trust 


Bj A. F. lluzrll 

Marx, in his examination of the 
growth of capital, deals with “price of 
production” and “cost of production” of 
commodities, which clears up many 
seeming difficulties to the lay student. 
By “cost of production” is meant the 
actual time spent on or incorporated in 
a commodity. By “price of production" 
is meant the amount of money"asked for 
it. 

Marx, to show the divergence arising 
between “cost of production" and “price 
of production,” enters into an analysis 
of the relative quantity which constant 
capital bears to variable capital: the one 
representing the instruments of indus¬ 
try and the other labor-power. These 
two factors comprise what he calls the 
“composition of capital.” - 

The composition of capital shows that 
price of production corresponds with 
the rate of profit which is common to 
any particular industry. In some indus¬ 
tries there is a great amount of capital 
paid out in wages. And vice versa. The 
proportion that the one portion of capi¬ 
tal bears to the other is always chang¬ 
ing. For instance, a capitalist is always 
trying to sell cheaper than his neighbor. 
To do this he obtains labor-saving ma¬ 
chinery. He emp'oys more capital but 
less labor. Though there may. be less 
value because less labor, he still wants 
the same rate of profit on the whole of 
his capital. It is nothing to him wheth¬ 
er his capital employs one hundred more 
men or one hundred less, so long as full 
interest is secured'on the employment 
of his larger capital. In one industry 
much labor is used and but little raw 
material, in another industry exactly ob¬ 
verse conditions obtain; but they both 
exact the same rate of profit on the cap¬ 
ital employed. Each industry may be 
regarded as baying an evolution of its 
own and varies with the relative com¬ 
position of its capital accordingly. 1 bus 
we see a disturbing factor in the rale of 
.profit arid in the composition of capital 
which does not allow the true value of 
any individual commodity to express 
itself by labor time, though in the mass 
such commodities necessarily conform 
to their real cost of production. 

Custom and convention is responsible 
for the interference with the cost of la¬ 
bor as represented by the standard of 
comfort. Social custom enables one 
class of workers to demand a price quite 
out of proportion to what they pro¬ 
duce. They secure a purchasing power 
at the expense of their fellows. What 
they receive over their own efforts their 
more unfortunate brethren have to sup¬ 
ply. And thus a further disturbing fac¬ 
tor is introduced into the composition of 
capital. These arbitrary deviations from 
labor become crystallized, as it were, in 
a commodity. Given these crystallized 
forms of priced labor, and alter the 
quantity of labor in the commodity, and 
it falls and rises in accordance with the 
decrease or increase of the quantity of 
labor, showing that labor is the deter¬ 
mining factor of value. 

Sometimes objection is taken to Marx 
reducing labor to an abstract quantity 


A CHRISTIAN EMPEROR 

TO HIS'SOLDIERS 

If you close with the enemy, re¬ 
member this : Spare nobody. Make 
no prisoners. Use your weapons so 
that for a thousand years hence no 
Chinaman will dare look askance at 
any German. Open the way lor CIVIL¬ 
IZATION once for all. The blessings 
ol the Lord be with you. May the 
blessing of God rest on your banners, 
and may He vouchsafe to you to find 
a'path for CHRISTIANITY in that far- 
off land. 

—WillUm of Germany to Troop* 
about to leave for China. 


to explain the seeming anomaly between 
“price of production” and "cost of pro¬ 
duction,” but Marx in doing this con¬ 
forms to the principle of the scientific 
truths. Herbert Spencer, in his "Data 
of Ethics,” Sec. 104, writes: “Scientific 
truths, of whatever order, are reached 
by eliminating, perturbing or conflicting 
factors, when (by dealing with funda¬ 
mental factors in the abstract, not as 
presented in actual phenomena, but as 
presented in ideal separation, general 
laws have been ascertained) it becomes 
possible to draw inferences in concrete 
cases by taking into account incidental 
factors. But it is only by first ignoring 
those and recognizing the essential ele¬ 
ments alone that we can discover the es¬ 
sential truth sought.” 

And in illustration of the above prin¬ 
ciple he quotes the following:' "The 
course of projectiles having being theo¬ 
retically settled as though they moved 
through a vacuum, are afterwards set¬ 
tled in more exact correspondence 
with fact bv taking in account “at¬ 
mospheric resistance. . . . We are 
shown that no scientific establishment of 
relative truth is possible until the abso¬ 
lute truths have been formulated inde¬ 
pendently.” 

Before we can understand the price 
form of value, which is the concrete ex¬ 
pression of value, we must .first of all 
get a clear conception of what the un¬ 
derlying substance is which forms value 
so as to enable us to recognize any 
deviation on infringement of that law 
by arbitrary social influences. 

Marx thus found it necessary first of 
all to give his attention to the actual 
substance of value. In resolving it into 
abstract human labor he conformed to 
tlie methods adopted by the most emi¬ 
nent scientists in their search for scien¬ 
tific truth. In adopting this method, 
Marx no doubt made his subject some¬ 
what difficult for the ordinary reader to 
follow who has .never perhaps troubled 
to make himself acquainted with any 
single scientific truth. The apparent 
conflicting phenomena in economics arc 
not greater, however, than what present 
themselves in any other science, and the 
cry of “difficult to understand,” “dry 
and abstruse" arc poor, excuses for 
neglecting to maintain the argument ad¬ 
duced by Marx. 

Marx goes, on to point out that the 
law of competition continually gives the 
victory to tlie larger capital, the indi¬ 
vidual capitalist having to give way to 
the joint-stqck company, the latter giv¬ 
ing way td the combine or syndicate, 
and the syndicate giving way to the 
trust—the trust in its turn giving way 
to the collective control of wealth by 
the municipality and .community. This 
principle of competition destroys itself 
when it reaches the stage of monopoly, 
giving way to collectivization of wealth'. 
The State has already taken over the 
manufacture of weapons and the manu¬ 
facture of clothes for its soldiers; and 
controls the telegraphs, postage, car¬ 
riage of parcels, and runs .railways; 
while the municipalities supply their own 
water, gas, build their own schools, 
baths, and wash-houses, libraries, erect 
dwellings, and bid fair to become se¬ 
rious competitors to capitalists in many 
industries. Complete collectivism means 
universal co-operation, which in its turn 
involves social equality. 

Commodities will disappear with the 
realization of collectivism, because ex¬ 
change will no longer exist. Competi¬ 
tion will also*h.tve exhausted Itself and 
given way to universal co-operation. 
The economic value of an article will 
then be openly expressed by the number 
of hours taken to produce it. 

Pride will no longer conceal tlie labor 
time of individual commodities; cos! of 
production measured by time will then 
be the recognized standard measure of 
economic value. 
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Socialism Does Not Threaten to 
Suppress but to Elevate Individu¬ 
ality-Striding Toward it 
with Seven-League Boots 


COMING SOLIDARITY OF MAN 


Philosophy of Socialism in Accord with that 
of Evolution—The Conscious Socialist 
Movement a Rebellion of Free 
Individualities 


NINETEENTH CENTURY DECALOG 

Thou shalt have one God'only: who 
Would be at the expense of two? 

No graven images may be 
Worshiped, except the currency;' 
Swear not at all: for. for thy curse 
Thine enemy is none the worse; 

At church on Sunday to. attend 
Will serve to keep the world thy friend: 
Honor thy parents’: that is, all 
Erom whom advancement may befall; 
Tliou shalt not kill: hut needs not strive 
Officiously to keep alive; 

Do not adultery commit: 

Advantage rarely comes of it; 

Thou shalt not steal: an empty feat 
When it's so lucrative to cheat; 

Bear not false witness: let the lie 
Have the time on its own wings to fly; 
Thou shalt not covet; but tradition 
Approves all forms of competition. 

A. U. CLOUGH. 


Those comrades who have received 
copies of the Debs campaign portrait 
are so well pleased with it that they are 
ordering. The campaign committee has 
fixed on the following prices: Single 
copy, to cents: 5 for 20 cents; 10 for 35 
cents, and 20 for 60 cents. 

26 weeks for 20 cents. 


By W. C. Oven 

In the long debate that mankind has 
held over its- history it has ham¬ 
mered out one ' type as its ideal ; 
a type uniting the virility ol 
self-assertion with the femininity of 
self-abnegation; a type vehement in 
its insistence on the right of pri¬ 
vate initiative, and persistent in the 
subordination of its own conduct to the 
common weal. The womanly tender¬ 
ness and the pronounced manhood of 
Christ bear each their equal charm, and 
Napoleon the egoist is tolerated for the 
sake of Napoleon the patriot. The 
judgment of the world at large is clear 
upon the subject, and the world has not 
passed its judgment in a hurry. 

Every movement “has, therefore, a 
double task before it; it must.prove that 
the measures it proposes will elevate tin¬ 
type, and it must prove that it will, not 
be careless of the single life. If it threat¬ 
ens to be a disintegrating force it will 
alarm the gregarious instinct, which is 
very strong; if it threatens to suppress 
individuality the instinct of self-prescrv- 
atiori will immediately take fright.- In 
proportion as one or other of these in¬ 
stincts is .unduly developed there is also 
•developed the tendency to ■ exalt the 
claims of society at the expense of the 
individual, or vice versa. The under¬ 
standing that the claims of each are in 
every way identical arid inseparable 
comes only after long debate. 

Such a debate the whole Socialist 
movement has been passing through 
from the time when Marx and Bakunin 
quarreled over the. conduct of the In¬ 
ternational. Looking backward we can 
| sec that the split was unavoidable; look¬ 
ing forward we can also see that a.rcr 
union is as certain. Of the near ap¬ 
proach of that reunion the presence in 
the movement of such men as William 
Morris and Oscar Wilde is a very ob¬ 
vious sign. Both have a world-wide 
reputation as interpreters of that art 
whose breath is individualism, and 
whose essence is harmonious combina¬ 
tion. 

The gregarious instinct will npt.be de¬ 
nied; and today, when the possibilities 
of Solidarity are such as the past had 
never dreamed of, it proclaims itself 
.more imperiously than ever. For all to 
whom opportunities of study have been 
afforded the intellectual horizon has ex¬ 
panded, within this century, beyond the 
power of computation, and largeness is 
inevitably the prevailing note. We 
no longer grope our way with 
timid steps we stride with seven- 
league hoots to our conclusions. 
The toil of countless generations has 
put a mass of details at our disposition, 
and the task of this generation is to sum 
them up. This tendency shows itself 
everywhere. The closest investigator of 
the age, Charles Darwin, is also its bold¬ 
est gcncralizer, and the researches of a 
Pasteur or a Koch rivet attention 
through our comprehension of the role 
of the infinitely little as infinitely great. 
Our commerce circles the globe, and the 
markets of both hemispheres, in spite of 
’■eactionary protective tariffs, rise and 
tall in unison. In politics we still play 
at patriotism to wheedle the mob, but 
the thoughtful are all internationalists . 
at heart. We ransack the god-cupboards 
of every age and race,, seeking mate¬ 
rials for the construction of a religion 
of—Humanity, which, in the face of 
Philistine sneers, we practically, in our 
hearts, all spell with capitals. The in¬ 
tense individuality of a conspicuously 
restless epoch is everywhere alive, with 
the instinct of solidarity, and the veriest 
hermits of us all—the Thoreaus, the 
Ruskins and the Tolstois—far from be¬ 
ing mere disinterested spectators of the 
game, are feverishly anxious that it 
should be played in accordance with the 
only rules which, in their judgment, can 
lead to universal success. 

All this splendid individuality, it is 
said, Socialism would crush; putting ha- 


(Continued on Fourth Pmgm) 
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WHAT HISTORY TEACHES 

THE SOCIAL DEMOCRAT 

History shows man for centuries try¬ 
ing to adjust himself to a government or 
to associate himself with his fellow's 
without giving up any rights he enjoyed 
in the wild forests as “monarch of all he 
surveyed.” Out of the first associations 
grew despotism and military life, result¬ 
ing in the slavery of one class to another 
of superior force. Slavery without in¬ 
dustry would have been an expensive 
luxury for the victor, so industry fol¬ 
lowed—the slaves were put to work 
building tombs and monuments. Fin- ■ 
ally industry became specialized and the 
slave became a free man by purchase or 
as a reward. Increasing numbers of free 
men threatened and eventually over¬ 
threw despots and, by slow but steady 
progress, passed through the feudal sys¬ 
tem and the age of hand manufacture, or 
apprenticeship. The people then were 
of greater importance and the rulers 
less powerful, until the French and 
American revolutions opened a way for 
representative forms of government. 

Hand craft is no longer possible, and 
the heirs of past great estates and king¬ 
doms have taken the advantage offered 
by this modern machine age to organize 
industries into gigantic trusts. Govern¬ 
ment has changed accordingly the old 
despot formerly controlling ten thou¬ 
sand slaves is now an industrial organiz¬ 
er or machine owner, controlling ten 
thousand men by means of wages, which 
they must have, for running the ma¬ 
chines he controls. Government is now 
a shield behind wdiich the machine own¬ 
er entrenches himself, and continues in 
his power. 

Economy of production and distribu¬ 
tion is the plan of the machine age. of 
trusts and industrial organizations. This 
is not yet perfected. Department stores 
of today far excel in their completeness 
the state fairs of a few years ago. but 
the delivery wagons of a dozen different 
department stores hourly pass along the 
same thoroughfares, perhaps to the 
same apartment house to deliver goods. 
This is a great waste of labor, as arc aiso 
the duplicate stores, show goods.'clerks. 
advertisements, managers—and profits. 

A few years only are required to cen¬ 
tralize these.into one management, tike 
the manufacturing trusts of sugar, ice, 
iron, coal, and even a money trust. The 
next step is for the people who make 
these things and depend upon them for 
a living to take control instead of allow¬ 
ing one man to rule as a despot the en¬ 
tire product or distribution of any arti¬ 
cle. 

Education is teaching the people to 
rule themselves and that the only hu¬ 
mane solution to the industrial organiz¬ 
ing and centralizing system is to place 
the combined jjroduct of men’s genius 
and labor for centuries at the command 
and within the reach of all by the people 
owning and operating the machines and 
doing away with the wage enslaving 
system. 

Evolution along this line is now going 
on, yet so noiselessly that one who 
would advocate private letter carrying, 
private parks and life saving stations, 
private railroads, parcel posts, tele¬ 
graphs, etc. (in Europe), or private gas, 
electric and car lines in various Ameri¬ 
can cities would be considered a century 
behind the times, or crazy. 

Conviction is growing among au¬ 
thors, poets, scientists, business men, 
students, and all classes of people, that 
the outcome of centralizing can only be 
public ownership, dividing among all the 
people the benefits of centralized pro¬ 
duction and systematic distribution, by 
shortening hours of toil and entirely do¬ 
ing away with wages. 

Political parties are different; there is 
the Capitalist party standing for private 
ownership anti the wage enslaving sys¬ 
tem and subdivided into the two parties 
known as Renub’ican and Democratic. 
Opposed to this Capitalist party, but in 
line with the general evolution ol society 
as above outlined is the Social Demo¬ 
cratic party. The presidential candidate 
of this party is Eugene V. Debs. It de¬ 
clares that the present system inevitably 


separates society into two classes, the 
Capitalist class and the propertyless 
working class. Its object is: 

First—The organization of the work¬ 
ing class into a political party to con¬ 
quer the public powers now controlled 
by capitalists. 

Second—The abolition of wage-slav¬ 
ery bv the establishment of a national 
system of co-operative industry, based 
upon the social or common ownership 
of the means of production and distri¬ 
bution, to be administered by society in 
the common interest of all its members, 
and the complete emancipation of the 
socially useful classes from the domina¬ 
tion of capitalism. 

No other party stands for the inter¬ 
ests of the working class, because all 
others are divisions of the Capitalist 
party. 

LABOR AND WAR 

The capitalist press announces that 
the Chinese difficulty has already affect¬ 
ed American industry. The Pepperell 
cotton mills of Biddeford, Me., arc al¬ 
ready cut off. In -recent years their 
shipments have been largely to the 
Orient, and what is true of those mills is 
also true of mills in the South, where 
there are 414; Maine has 23. Massachu¬ 
setts 187, and Pennsylvania 158. China 
alone in 1899 purchased over 205 mil¬ 
lion yards of nncolored, and 15 million 
yards of colored cloth from us. 

In many of these mills machinery has 
been especially constructed ami adaptf 
ed to the manufacture of goods which 
the Chinese desire, and if the demau 1 is 
shut off, the mills being obliged to close, 
will throw out of employment about 
■ 300,000 operatives. 

Capitalism can only live by new mar¬ 
kets. The inability of labor to consume 
the wealth it creates leaves a surplus 
which must be disposed of. \\ hen labor 
receives in return for its labor power , 
compensation equal in vain : to what it 
creates then it will he able to purchase 
and consume its products. 1 hen foolish 
men and women of America will' not 
suffer because Chinese refuse to be 
clothed by them. , 

NOTES AND COMMENT 

A severe lesson in the power of trade 
unionism-lias just been taught the Lin¬ 
coln Guardians, says the Westminster 
Budget. The local medical officer asked j 
for an increase of salary from £45 to 
£80. This was refused and he resigned. 
The guardians, saying they objected to 
be dictated to. sought a new officer at 
'the lower salary, but in vain, as the local 
doctors boycotted the board. The sal¬ 
ary was raised to £60, with the same re¬ 
sult, and then to £70, but still nobody of¬ 
fered. At length an Edinburg doctor 
was imported, but immediately after be¬ 
ing elected he resigned and went home 
again. Last week the guardians ac¬ 
knowledged themselves beaten, and de¬ 
cided to appoint a local doctor at £80— 
if any will apply. 

When the blast furnaces in the steel 
industry are blown out and the mills 
shut down you get an indication that the 
bottom is going to drop out of indus¬ 
tries generally. The Iron -Age says: 
"Restriction of production .is proceed¬ 
ing quite rapidly, more blast furnaces 
having recently blown out, while others 
are fast getting into shape for suspend¬ 
ing operations. It is likely now that 
the Western bar mills will remain closed 
for considerably longer than had been 
expected. The closing of so many mills 
should have an effect on prices of bars, 
but steel bars have sold within the week 
at lower rates than the previous week.” 

Witji Eugene Debs’ denial of the 
Democratic canard about his withdrawal 
before him, one Creelman, an editorial 
writer on Hcarst’s Chicago American, 
impudently declares that “It is notorious 
that Mr. Hanna, chairman of the Re¬ 
publican National Committee, is assist¬ 
ing and encouraging Mr. Debs, the So¬ 
cialist candidate for president.” This is 
the journalism of “the twentieth cen¬ 
tury," amended to meet the exigencies 
of a campaign of slander and hypocrisy 
by the Democratic party. Jim Creel- 
man would be howled down and kicked 
out by any decent body of workingmen 
in the country. 

“Lese majesty” is as serious an of¬ 
fense in Japan as in Germany. For a 
Christian -native paper having gently 
ridiculed certain queer ceremonies in 
connection with the recent wedding of 
the Crown Prince, notably the simulta¬ 
neous drinking of bride and bridegroom 
from a double-spouted teapot, the editor 
lias been sentenced to three and a half 
years' imprisonment with hard labor, 
while even the unfortunate compositor 
who set the article in type is to have a 
year in jail. 

A few days ago there were assembled 
in a rgom in the Rookery building. Chi¬ 
cago, four men identified with the iron 
and steel industry, who represented 
$304,000,000 of capital. They met to¬ 
gether to declare that the only way to 
control prices, which, bv the way, is 
their principal business, is to lessen the 
•output-by stopping production for a 
month. No doubt h will lessen the out¬ 
put it will also lessen the provisions in 
the pantry of the workingman. 


A bit of information that will interest 
dollar-a-day workingmen comes from 
New York. It is that the state has 
14,000 guardsmen fully armed and 
equipped to man the sixteen army posts 
within its borders, if the regulars are 
sent abroad. Adjt.-Gen. Hoffman is 
ready to co-operate with the national 
government—to protect the property 
pilfered from the labor of wage-slaves 
under the capitalist system. 

Charles B. Spahr, author of “The 
Present Distribution of Wealth in the 
United States,” says that for the $4,650,- 
000.000 of railway stock now in ex¬ 
istence the original investors paid no 
more than $465,000,000, or only. 10 per 
cent of their face value. A railway that 
pays 3 per cent is actually paying 30 
per cent upon the real invested capital. 
Labor creates wealth; capital appropri¬ 
ates it. 

The war in China is the outcome of 
commercialism, not of hatred of Chris¬ 
tians, but of hatred of capitalism from 
which Christians as well as others profit. 
The "powers,” forced by .the greed and 
necessities of modern capitalism, are 
massing troops and arranging to mur¬ 
der Chinamen in the interest of the cap¬ 
italist class under the cloak of religion 
and civilization. 

The czarina of Russia has gained the 
gratitude of her subjects by organizing 
to aid women in reduced circumstances. 
They are almost constantly employed in 
making embroidery for court dresses 
and ecclesiastical garb. That is, they 
are used to uphold and perpetuate the 
old order of cant and rulership. 

Swift 8: Co., meat packers of Chicago', 
Kansas City. East St. Louis and St. Jo¬ 
seph, also Cudahy Bros, of Cudahv, 
Wis., have been declared unfair by or¬ 
ganized labor because of their refusal 
to employ anyone belonging to, a labor 


FABLE OF THE SILLY OLD DRAGON 

There was once a Silly Old Dragon 
who lived all by himself, and enjoyed.his 
own society immensely, and cultivated 
the fad of haying everything about him 
yellow. 

There was no one to question his 
taste in colors, until one day he was 
visited by a Cinnamon Bear, a Tame 
Lion and a Trick Elephant, and some 
other animals who had traveled with a 
circus and called themselves “civilized.” 

They insisted that he ought to wear a 
red necktie and cock his hat on one side 
of his head, the way they did. and snioke 
cigarettes. To this last he offered 
strenuous objections, but they whipped 
out their revolvers and made him snioke 
their "dope,” until he got under its in¬ 
fluence and rather liked it. 

They argued with him about God, and 
told him he must say some words and 
go through some performances that they 
would teach him, or htf would be eternal¬ 
ly damned. 

They all had different words and 
forms to teach him. and quarreled 
among themselves, and as he took no 
interest in their controversies, they 
called him an ignorant old heathen. 

They told him he had ho enterprise, 
and they proposed to build a railroad 
through his garden, and to erect fac¬ 
tories with greasy machinery and dis¬ 
agreeable noise and suffocating smoke, 
in place of his flower beds. f 

They told him it was a shame to live 
in such a lazy manner, and that he ought 
to borrow money and buy a lot of things 
he didn't want, and pay interest and 
rent, so that he would be obliged to 
cultivate habits of industry and thrift. 

They offered him money—yellow 
money, too!—on first mortgage secur¬ 
ity. at 6 per cent interest. 

They sat down on his front porch and 
talked about dividing up the place into 
town lots, and quarreled among 
themselves as to which should get the 
biggest slice. 

As a result, the Silly Old Dragon 
lost his temper, and went to thrashing 
his tail right and left doing considerable 
damage to “foreign interests.” Of 
course, he must be punished for his ill 
temper and discourteous manners, and 
made to pay an “indemnity ’—which is 
just as good for the purpose of estab¬ 
lishing a claim to his place, as getting 
him to borrow money. 

Moral: The gospel of peace and good 
will must be promoted at all hazards.— 
Straight Edge. 

REVCLUH ON ON THE WAY 

Wliat a Very Small Itut Keinnrkahle 
Inventi< n I’ri-nilM * In Do iu 
a Single Industry 

A new and wonderful invention is go¬ 
ing to cause a revolution in the spinning 
industry. One Victor Belanger has suc¬ 
ceeded in perfecting a rotary spinning 
ring which with a new application of 
compressed air will double the capacity 
of ail the cotton, silk and woolen mills 
of the world. This is said to be the 
greatest invention in spinning machin¬ 
ery in one hundred years. 

The new spinning ring will do in eight 
hours what the old one does in sixteen. 
And it costs about a cent. 

The Boston Times says: 

“When the frame is perfected to meet 
the great speed of jhe new ring, thread 
will be spun probably four times faster 
than at present, quadrupling the capac¬ 


ity of the mills, and, of course, cheap¬ 
ening, the product.” 

Belanger's invention will force itself 
upon every one of the millions of spin¬ 
ning spindles all over the world. It will 
revolutionize the. industry everywhere. 

Belanger was a poor man. Now he is 
rich. A company was organized, capi¬ 
talized at $5,000,000. Belanger was 
given for his invention $2,560 000 of thd 
company’s stock; lie also received what 
must have been a very large sum of 
money besides. He is now living ax- 
iiriouslv in an elegant summer home 
upon a splendid estate. 

The new ring will not be sold to mill 
operators. It will be leased, and the in¬ 
come is conservatively estimated at one 
million dollars a year. Manufacturers 
are said to be jumping at the chance of 
making one of their spindles do the 
work of two. 

There are many other details in con¬ 
nection with this invention, but they are 
immaterial, though interesting. What 
we want to call attention to is the effect 
of this invention upon labor. 

In all the reports we have read in the 
press "about this wonderful spinning 
ring, a great deal is said about the in¬ 
vention, the newly organized company, 
the prospective profits, the cost of the 
ring, the increase in production caused 
by the ring and the ring itself. All this 
and more about this invention, but Iittle> 
very little about what to us is its most 
important feature—its effect upon labor. 

Somehow in the excitement over this 
wonderful discovery, labor has been al¬ 
most forgotten. This is because the 
capitalist press are not interested in la¬ 
bor, although labor supports the capital¬ 
ist press. And the press is.not. anxious 
to have labor intcrested'in labor; so the 
press' concentrates labor’s attention 
upon the increased omnipotence ami 
power of those who own the ring and all 
the other factors in the production and 
distribution of the necessities of life. 

One stray paragraph, however, tells 
us in two lines what the invention’s ef¬ 
fect will be upon labor. Here it is: 
“Half of the workers now toiling either 
may be thrown out of employment or 
new markets must be created.” 

There you have it in a nutshell. 

The workers in the mills will not have 
shares of stock in the new company, nor 
have summer homes with beautiful 
estates, and onyx bath tubs annexed. 
Only in one particular will they resem¬ 
ble Monsieur Belanger and the owners 
of the stock in the new company—they 
won’t have to work. At least, half of 
them won’t. The other half will have tp • 
work twice as last as before to keep pace 
with the increased speed of the spindles, 

I and they will not receive any more pay 
j for their increased exertion. Instead, 
they.will receive less, because the num¬ 
ber of unemployed being increased one- 
half, the price of labor will decrease and 
! production will be cheapened that much 
j more again, in addition to the lowering 
of the cost through labor being dis¬ 
placed in the first instance.—Exchange. 

IS THIS PROSPERITY? 

I admit that there is an apparent pros¬ 
perity, but it is a prosperity caused by a 
foreign war, by the expenditure of 
$65,000,000 for warships, by the Hooding 
of the country with millions of watered 
stocks, but I deny that bur economic 
system is a reliable and safe one, and I 
deny that we have any abiding prosper¬ 
ity, and 1 assert that the working people 
are growing poorer and poorer each 
year. Taking the "statistics of the gov¬ 
ernment we find that: 

In 1850 the wealth of the nation was 
$8,000,000,000. The producers’ share 
was 6 i/t per cent; non-producers' 
share, 37J/2 per cent. 

In i860 thf^ wealth increased to 
$16,000,000,000. The producers' share 
fell to 43J4 per cent; non-producers’ in¬ 
creased to 56 1-3 per cent. 

In 1870 the wealth was $30,000,000- 
000. Producers’ share was 32 2-3 per 
cent; non-producers' share, 67)4 per 
cent. 

In 1880 the wealth increased to 
$48,000,000,000. The producers' share 
went down to 24 per cent, while the non- 
produccrs’ share increased to 76 per 
cent. 

In 1896 the wealth was further in¬ 
creased to $61,000,000.000. The pro¬ 
ducers’ share fell to 17 per cent, the 
non-producers’ increased to 83 per cent. 

And now in 1900 it is estimated that 
the wealth of the country is $100,000,- 
000,000. while the producers’ share has 
fallen to to per cent and the non-pro¬ 
ducers’ has gone up to 90 per cent. 

As the amount of wealth production 
increased, the producers’ share in that 
wealth decreased. 

According to the last census report, 
52 per cent of our population are born 
in poverty and consigned to a life of 
servitude. Half of our nation own but 
3 per cent of the national wealth, prac¬ 
tically all of which the labor of their 
class has created. This class is increas¬ 
ing rapidly in numbers, and the middle 
class is being constantly crowded.down 
into the already congested ranks of la¬ 
bor.—Dague's Plain Talk. 

A joint meeting of Branches 4 and 7, 
Illinois, held Fridav evening. August 27, 
nominated Comrade A. S. Edwards for 
congressional candidate in the Fifth dis¬ 
trict, and Comrade Wm. C. Horgan for 
the state legis'ature from the Nineteenth 
legislative district. 


BATTLE SONG OF FREEDOM'S ARMY 

Marching down to Armageddon, brothers 
bold and strong, 

Cbeer the cheerless way we tread on, wtu, 
a soldier's song! 

Get the armies of the old flags march Ui 
silent dread, 

Death and life are one to us, who fight foj 
quick and dead. 

We are they who will not falter—many 
swords or few— 

Till we make this earth the altar of a wor¬ 
ship new; 

We are those who will not take from pal¬ 
ace. priest or code, 

A meaner law than brotherhood—a lower 
lord than God. 

We are those whose unpaid legions, In free 
ranks arrayed, 

Massacred In many regions, never once were 
stayed; 

We are those whose torn battalions, trained 
to bleed, not fly. 

Make our agonies a triumph—conquer, 
while we die. 

We are they whose bugles ring that all the 
. wars may cease, 

We are they who'll pay the kings their cruel 
price for peace; 

We must slay in perfect pity those who 
must not live". 

Conquer and forgive our foea, or die and 
still forgive. 

Therefore, down to Armageddon, brother* 
hold and strong, 

Cheer the glorious way we tread on, with 
a soldier's song! 

Let the armies of the old flags march In 
silent dread. 

Death and life are one to us, who light for 
quick and dead. 

—Edwin Arnold. 

WHAT EDITORS ARE SAYING 

Courier, Pueblo, Col. 

The Chinese racket don't fool quite as 
many people as was hoped for by the Im¬ 
perialist party. The great majority of 
Americans don't care a tinker's swear word 
should the entire job lot of invading heroes 
he sent to the happy hunting grounds. The 
Chinese scare stories are a pack of lies 

Union Guide, Danville, 111. 

The rise in the price of sugar this year 
has netted $30,000,000 for the trust. It 
amounts to nearly $2 a family. If a tax of 
$2 a year had t een laid by law on each fam¬ 
ily for the sugar trust, we would have a 
tax riot in this country. Yet we conceds 
without grumbling any extortion they de¬ 
mand. We are an intelligent, free people! 

The Exponent. Saginaw, Mich. 

The workman might better have no vote 
at all than to use that vote to enslave him¬ 
self. If deprived of the right to vote at all 
he would at once realize that his economic 
masters used -all the machinery of govern¬ 
ment for selfish purposes, a condition he 
ts slow to see because at intervals he goes 
through the form of voting for men and 
measures proposed by his masters. 

Farmers' neview, Bonham. Tex. 

When the universal reign of commercial¬ 
ism Is complete the world will come to one 
universal economic level. Through,modern 
machinery and Improvement, the nations 
will be. knit together with steamships and 
wire or wireless telegraph. A few capital¬ 
ist masters will become the supreme dic¬ 
tators of the commerce, and Industry of the 
world. Their wealth, and power to absorb 
the wealth will be unbounded, and the 
masses will become pariahs and surfs. 

_ v 

Herald, Warren, Mass. 

All England is by no means indiflerent • 
to the famine in India. .But It is doubtless 
true that the taxes which bear heavily on 
her poor people, added to the concentra¬ 
tion of wealth in the hands of native 
princes, prevent the masses from having 
any resource in case of drouth. Besides, 
everybody is thinking of the awful waste of 
money, and worse, of the wicked Boer war. 
At the rate the cost of this war is piling up, 
the expense of conquering Boers, it has 
been estimated, will he raised from $ 5,000 
to $15,000 apiece. 

The Toller, Terre Haute. 
Workingmen are the most generous and 
free-hearted people that ever lived. They 
build palaces and rent hovels. They build 
mills, factories and railroads, and then with 
that generosity so common with them, turn 
them over to capitalists for the lattcra' ben¬ 
efit. They dig gold and silver and band It 
to the capitalists, who In turn, give a small 
portion hack to them. One good turn de¬ 
serves another, you know. In fact, they 
produce the wealth of the world and then' 
let the other fellow enjoy it. Truly this 
generosity Is killing. 

Appeal to Reason, Girard, Kan. 

The Democratic party Is as much capital¬ 
ist as the Republican party. It Is opposed 
to socialism. Us leaders believe la private 
property. Bryan denies that he believes In 
the common ownership of the means of pro¬ 
duction and distribution. Some of the Dem¬ 
ocrats foolishly think he Is entitled to so¬ 
cialist votes. No more than Debs Is en¬ 
titled to Democratic or Republican vote*. 
Men who want socialism Bhould vote for 
Debs—those who do not want socialism 
should not vote for him. Bryan la a re¬ 
actionist. He wants to hold the present 
system and keep It from- becoming more op¬ 
pressive so that the people will be willing 
to bear It; he la therefore more against the 
coming socialism than those who would 
push it to Its logical end and thus force peo¬ 
ple to see that the private capital system Is 
bad and should be abolished. Vote for a 
great socialist party. 

Justice. London, England. 

"The crime of the century" Is how one 
paper describes the massacre of Europeans 
at Pekin, and certainly It was a very ter¬ 
rible and very horrible manifestation of 
human savagery. But have we any reason 
to pride ourselves upon being bo very su¬ 
perior to the heathen Chinee? , If any mem¬ 
bers of the dread association of "Boxers” 
have been reading our reptile press, and 
have Instructed their co-religionists In thi 
Ideas and philosophy they. have gathered 
therefrom. It would be quite sufficient to 
account for a rising for the extermination 
of foreigners In China. For not only have 
our yellow Journals called for the exter¬ 
mination of the Boers, who have certainly 
not Inflicted the injury on us that the for¬ 
eign invaders have inflicted on China, but 
they have hounded on our native "Boxers,” 
the hooligans of our great cities, to the as¬ 
sault and murder of all and sundry who 
disapproved of this war of extermination 
being waged against the Boers. 

Bohemian picnic Sunday, September 
2. Don't forget. 
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AS WE STAND NOW 

The total vote of the anti-deleon sec¬ 
tion of the Socialist Labor party on the 
fusion question was 2,500; the'vote of 
Massachusetts Social Democrats in fa¬ 
vor of fusion, supplemented by a few 
scattering votes in some other sections 
of the country, was 1,094, making a total 
°( 3-594 for the “united” party. The 
membership of the “old” Social Demo¬ 
cratic party, headquarters, 126 Wash¬ 
ington street, Chicago, is 6,000, exclu¬ 
sive of those who have repudiated the 
referendum after taking part in it. The 
real Social Democratic party is still the 
strongest Socialist organization in 
America. It is still growing as no other 
ever did in this country. It is a united 
party in fact and has a numerical 
strength twice that of the so-tailed 
"united” party. It is organizing 
branches every day and continues bus¬ 
iness at the old stand. Send contribu¬ 
tions for the national campaign fund of 
the Social Democratic party to "Cam¬ 
paign Committee,” 126 Washington 
street, Chicago, .Joseph R. Finn, treas¬ 
urer. 


We request that the comrades send 
us in the names of competent and trust¬ 
worthy persons who will be willing to 
act as collectors of subscriptions in 
every locality; the collectors will be fur¬ 
nished with instructions and blank sub¬ 
scription lists. 

Address communications in connec¬ 
tion with National Campaign Fund to 
James Wright, secretary, 336 North 
Avers avenue, Chicago, Ill. 

With the hope that our loyal com¬ 
rades everywhere will recognize the im¬ 
portance of this appeal and promptly 
and enthusiastically rise to the occasion, 
we subscribe ourselves yours in the 
cause, 

EDWARD ZEICLEK, Chairman; 

JAMES WRIGHT, Secretary; 

JOSEPH R. FINN. Treasurer; 

Committee. 

N. II.—Comrades, be indefatigable in 
your efforts to send us the names of 
competent and trustworthy persons to 
collect for the campaign anywhere and 
evervwhcre. 


Branch 44, Roslindale, Mass., nomi- 
jates Comrade Margaret Haile for the 
gjtional executive board. 

Branch 9, Evansville, Ind., endorses 
and nominates the present National Ex¬ 
ecutive Board for re-election. 

The Miami Chautauqua Assembly de- 
jjrcs to secure Comrade Debs as the 
speaker at Miami, I. T., August 22. 

Branch 2, New York, voted to en¬ 
dorse the amendment to Section 30 of 
the Constitution offered by Branch 5, 
Hew York. 

Comrade Eugene H. Roonev nomi¬ 
nates Comrade Frederic Heath as one 
of the resident members of the National 
Executive Board. 

The Bohemian Social Democrats of 
Chicago will hold a Bohemian congress 
some time during the campaign, the ex¬ 
act date of which has not vet been fixed. 

Branch No. 9, Illinois, nominates for 
the executive board: Jesse Cox, S. 
Stedman, Henry Uhlhorn, Frank Rod¬ 
ents, Jacob Winner, resident members; 
E. V. Debs, Victor Berger, VV. E- 
Farmer,'Margaret Haile. 

Chas. H. Kgrr & Co. have just issued 
the sixteenth number of the “Pocket Li¬ 
brary of Socialism." giving an account 
of Socialists in French municipalities, 
and translated from official reports by 
C. H. Kerr. 

Branch 2, New York, nominates the 
following for the Executive Board: E. 
V. Debs, S. Stedman, V. L. Berger. F. 
Heath, Mrs. Corinne Brown. Margaret 
Haile, F. O. McCartney, G. H. Strobell 
and L. E. Miller. 

The Terre Haute branch will hold a 
special meeting next Sunday, August 5, 
to hear the report of the campaign com¬ 
mittee, collect signatures and iransact 
other important business. Every mem¬ 
ber is urgently requested to attend. 

A meeting of the . general national 
campaign committee of the Social Dem¬ 
ocratic Party will be held at Chicago. 
Sunday, August 19. This will be one of 
the most important meetings of the cam¬ 
paign and a full attendance is desired. 

The Bohemian comrades of Chicago 
have taken the initiative toward the or¬ 
ganization of a bicycle campaign club 
for the Social Democratic Party. Those 
inte:ested'are requested to send their 
names to Charles Tyl, 772 South Hal- 
sted street. 

Massachusetts Branch No. 29, at Dor¬ 
chester, reports the following nomina¬ 
tions for national executive board: 
Frederic Heath, Seymour Stedman, Eu¬ 
gene V. Debs. Victor L. Berger, Cor¬ 
inne S. Brown, F. O. McCartney, Geo. 
H. Strobed, W. E. Farmer and A. W. 
Ricker. 

Fitchburg (Mass.) branch,at a meeting 
held July 23, nominated Comrade Mar¬ 
garet Haile for the new executive board. 
The secretary. Comrade James D. 
Ryan, writes in behalf of the branch; 
“We feel that her services to the party 
deserve this recognition, and hope to 
see her elected.” 

The Bohemian Tailors’ Association, 
Local 102, U. G. W. of A., will hold a 
picnic on the 5th of August at Bregler’s 
Grove, Gravford avenue, Irving Park. 
This was the first tailors’ organization 
in Chicago to declare for Socialism, and 
a large turnout of comrades is hoped 
for. A good time is guaranteed. Take 
Elston avenue car to Gravford avenue 
and walk four blocks north to grove. 

•The report issued bv the repudiators 
of thc'referendum and democratic So¬ 
cialism on the fusion question is that 
about 1,100 members of the Social Dem¬ 
ocratic party,,or one-seventh of the en¬ 
tire membership, voted. The Social 
Democratic party is still doing business 
at the old stand. Push forward the 
work of organization. Send to head¬ 
quarters, 126 Washington St., Chicago, 
for particulars. 

At the last meeting of Branch No. 1. 
Milwaukee, the comrades had the pleas¬ 
ure of listening to Comrade C. H. 
Michclson of California, who was intro¬ 
duced by Comrade Moeller of the Scan¬ 
dinavian Branch. Branch No. 1 is the 
parent branch of the city and its mem¬ 
bership is restricted to no special local¬ 
ity, and it occupies the position of 
being the down-town English-speaking 
branch. Of late it has had a number of 
accessions from among the trades 
unions. These men are making con¬ 
verts in their union whom Branch No. 1. 
hopes to get. The annual election just 
held resulted as follows: E. H. Rooney, 
aecretarv; Edw. Ziegler, treasurer; 
Howard Tuttle, organizer. 


LOCAL BRANCHES 


CALIFORNIA 

Liberty Branch, San Francisco, holds public 
meetings every. Sunday and Wednesday even¬ 
ings, commencing at 8. Admission fres. 

Business meetings (for members) every Thurs¬ 
day evening. 

Membership Social Democratic Herald free to each 
cent* per mouili. 

10 tho John C. Wesley, 11? Turk 

street. 

Branch No. 1. Los Angeles, meets every Sun 
u y ; u. rno 7V l * o’clock at \VtxHliHeu’t. Hull, 125V4 
SpriugSt. J.Frauc, *uu Day too Are., Secretary. 

Branch Nn. 5, Alameda, California, buhls frm public 
and 4lti Sumi*). a p. m. at r'uresters' 
nail, cor rnk at. aud Dauu ( tsra Ave. IIumu»m> muiI 
Lducutional meeting* (fur members) l.-t au.l .ini M<>n- 
® JElicinai Are. Allan A. Crocket, 


V vuuimuw cue lamt 

butiday «f eacu mt.uiu at luru Hall, Rockville. L. 
oculiif, Secretary. 

Branch No. .1, .Sew Haven, meets every Wednesday 
sveuiug,.at a p. in., at Aurora Half. C Volmer. bee. 

Hrauch No. 4 R,K:kvule. Ctmu.. meets br>t «ud third 
Thursdays at Turu HaU-mestiugruom, Village street. 
Secretary, Richard Nicderwnfcr. Box 7du. 

ILLINOIS. 

Meetings of ChJcagu Central Committee held 
regularly second and fourth Wednesdays of 
i-Mt-h month at Or. J. H. Greer', office, 52 Dear- 
Dorn a t. 

Branch No. i. Chicago, meets every Wednesday 
•yelling. Thomas Klrwlu, Secretary, 251M Went¬ 
worth Ave. 

Branch No. 2 (Bohemian), Chicago, meets sec¬ 
ond and fourth Sundays at 2 p. m at Nads 
Hull. 535 Blue Island Ave. Vaclav Jellnek. Sec¬ 
retary, 6»K> Blue Island Ave. 

Branch .N«r U (liohmuiati). Chit-Nan, meets vecond aud 
fourth Monday* at 8 p.in iu Duu«l»r\ place, JuMJ W. 
lstn place. Jo-wpli UuiidrivStM-ivtury. 

Branch Nu..»,('tiicago, inlets teruud aud fourth Sun- 
, £W«‘,« ch mouth at Amir. MutikV. 4o String St. 

1 aul t,ldap..cKa. fWrvtnry. 2k>!4 Itubh- St. 

Branch No. 8 (German), Chicago, meets every 
find Saturday each month at 8 o'clock at Nagl'e 
1-buid Ave. near 18tk Bt. Albln 
Leluler. Secretary. 72« W 20th 8t. 

» Branch No. 8, (It tiiomiait) Cliu’Aito, inerts oerond and 
fourth auu.lay, at » a. hi., at SUUJ Liuc Street. J. A. 
Amhr.ix, S*erwrary. 4W4't Wood Street. 

Branch So. V, Cli owu, m-sts at 114$ W. 63rd at., firitt 
aud third Sundays at j p. n . Roswell H. Joluuon. 
secretary, U52 b. 57 ita St. 

INDIANA. 

Branch No. 6. Indianapolis, meets first Satur¬ 
day ,-venlng and third Sunday afternoon of each 
month at Kelchweln’a Hull, corner Market and 
Noble Sts. 

IOWA. 

Branch No. 2, Ilitnninu, rneeta every fourth Friday in 
the mouth at opera hounr. S. U. Jaiuoi*«»u. chiirnitn, 
Juines Fisher, organiser; Joseph Suiioliacut.aecrvtaiy. 

KENTUCKY 

Branch N i. 4, Hdllevuw, uireU Js and 3rd Sunday, at 

2 p. m.; aud 2,ad aiul 4.it W«du-:-iJa> at 8 p; in., mi Ml 
r a.ih -i.i ate. We will aim lo make it iii.ett-atiug l^r 
all. iluury Luteruiau, Sec., l.iU Foote ave. 

MARYLAND. 

Branch No. 1, Baltimore, meets every' Sunday 
at 8 p. in. at Carnenier'a Hall, E. Baltimore 
St. Public Invited. 

Brauch No. 2, Ballimore. meet* every Tnenda) it8p. 
m St Weuz«d'9 Hotel, 32s \V . Camden «t. *p«*<cb«f. 

t UbllC invited. Limu T. Jour*. Socrolur), ju'J \V. 


ANOTHER WORD ABOUT DUES 

The fusion promoters, having defied 
and repudiated the outcome of a refer¬ 
endum in which they took part and 
met defeat at every turn, arc now striv¬ 
ing to create more discord l>y repre¬ 
senting to loyal members of'the Social 
Democratic party that the National 
Executive Hoard is “too expensive.” 
“unnecessary.” etc. Loyal members 
have orily to remember that these peo¬ 
ple have just elected a National Execu¬ 
tive Hoard and that the cost of it will 
largely exceed that of the genuine 
Social Democratic organization. The 
Executive Board ol the S. 1 ). P. has 
never cost the organization a single 
dollar. Here are the figures for it;, ask 
the disturbers to explain them away if 
they can: 

The constitution adopted by the 
"unionists” .•■ays: 

“ i lie Locals shall levy upon each of 
their members m monthly tax of ten 
cents, to be pafck monthly to the State 
Committee, or iiythe absence of such to 
the National Executive Committee.” 

' And further:/, 

."In addition’to the monthly stamps 
each member shall be required to pay 
lor a quarterly stamp of the value of 
ten cents in the months of January, 
April, July and October.” 

Here you have a sum total per year 
and every year of S1.60 from each 
mem her. 

No single loyal member of the Social 
Democratic party is so poor at arith¬ 
metic as not to be able to determine, 
by comparison of these dues with those 
of bis own organization, which is the 
most “expensive:” 

Note the comparison: 

Fusion Organization, per year, Si,60 

Social Democratic party—First 
year.1.25 

Each year thereafter, . : . . 1.00 


“TAKE NOTICE 

We desire to call the attention of So¬ 
cialists and friends of the movement to 
the following facts: 

The headquarters pf the Social Demo¬ 
cratic Party arc located at 126 Wash¬ 
ington street, Chicago. 

The national secretary of the party is 
Theodore Debs, same address. 

The national official paper of the party 
is the Social Democratic Herald. 

The National Executive Hoard con¬ 
sists of Frederic Heath, chairman; Sey¬ 
mour Stedman. secretary; Eugene V. 
Debs, Victor L. Berger and Mrs. Cor¬ 
inne S. Brown. 

The National Campaign Committee 
of the party was organized July 22 at 
Chicago, Comrade Robert Meister of 
Milwaukee being elected chairman, and 
Comrade Seymour Stedman, of Chi¬ 
cago, secretary. 

At the meeting of July 22 a finance 
committee, for the campaign was elected 
as follows: Edward "Zeiglcr, chairman; 
Joseph R. Finn, treasurer; James 
Wright, secretary. All communications 
relating to financing? the national cam¬ 
paign, also all contributions to the cam¬ 
paign fund, should be sent to Secretary 
James Wright, 330 North Avers avenue, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Acknowledgment of all contributions 
received will appear in this'paper. 

Comrades are urged to convey this 
information to each other so that it may 
he-understood by every member of the 
branches and mistakes avoided. Ignore 
all appeals for funds from any other 
source in the name of the Social Demo¬ 
cratic Parte. 


Ursa Saturday of each month at 724 Washington 
at, lioniun. Ail dura and mum .? a Intended foi 
the Stale Committee rhuultj be sent to tb* 
financial secretary. A. McDonald, 1m W. Spring 
field St., Button. All other correspondenct 
should be addressed to the Corresponding Sec 
retary, Margaret Halle, 6 Qlenwood St., Imx- 
bury. 

Brunch No. 2 . Holvoke. meets seor.nd and 
fourth Taofl'Liyg of each tu-mi n m Springdale Turner 
H*»U. till*. liei-Uer, OrgautZei, 413 Ai.tiu at. 

„ Branch .No. 5. Lynn, pei mam-nt he«fi-iuarter* 
71 iln. rot) St. Httsiucvs meeting evt-rv M-.itday night 

it* 1 - dp*u bouM, I'ubltc fuvitwl. ll*i t) (iotiuier. 
Sec.. 433 Eit>ex St. 

Hr.4ut. li No. V. Brockton, meet* Friday night* at 8 p. 
m. for ••upiuenn at Sociali*! Ball, (.Talk * block, cor¬ 
ner Mam aud Center at*. Every cotuiade i* expected 
to attend oue meeting a mouth. Mr?. Annie Uimworili, 
Secrutary. »l I'ronpect ht. 

Liram-n No. 15, East Boston, meets every Mon 
day at 8 p. m. at Chelaeu Sc Ml?a Jenny 
SegaI. Secretary k 1 * Cheleeu St. 

Uratirh '-i* 2t*, K<>xhnr>. M-o*.. maet* nt 24 Warren 
at.,2 I au.l 4 It Fn.iajr* of bv. ij nmutli. 1’ubtic iuviteu 

Itrunch No. 31. Cluflriea. permanent h>{tdquiii 
ters. Itoom 2. •Poatolttce Building. 0(>en ever* 
evening. Business meetinga every Thursday &i 
h p. In. Public Invited. 

MICHIGAN 

Branch No. 1, Battle Cr»-vk, Mirh. t meets 2nd and 4th 
Suu.D) of each aioUtli. at ^ p. in. at 1U W. Main Street, 
in I tie late, national Cnugre.-* Hall. All are cordiall) 
invited. L. C. Roger*. Secretary. 


Appeal For Funds 

To the Comrades of the Social Demo¬ 
cratic Party Throughout the Land, 
Greeting: 

Dear Comrades: The National Cam¬ 
paign Committee of the S. D. P. has au¬ 
thorized the finance committee -of the 
said National Campaign Committee to 
issue the following appeal to comrades 
and friends all over the nation: 

\ou are no doubt aware of the fact 
that the campaign committees of the 
two old exploiting parties have already 
begun to get in their work. The very 
elaborate and Costly preparations of the 
old parties to flood the country with 
lying campaign literature is proof posi¬ 
tive of their determination to rivet anew 
the chains of .the exploited wage-earner 
for another four years. 

The servile capitalistic press is en¬ 
deavoring to keep from the minds of the 
millions oT voters the fact that Eugene 
V. Debs is a candidate for president by 
studiously abstaining from referring to 
his candidacy tn the columns of their pa¬ 
pers or by printing confusing and mis¬ 
leading information. 

Comrades, the time has come when 
we must realize that the pen is mightier 
than the sword and that the pen must 
be used to inform the millions of ex¬ 
ploited wage-earners of the fact that 
Eugene V. Debs is a candidate for the 
presidency and that his party is for the 
emancipation of the wage-earner. In 
order to inform them of that fact we 
must have money to enable us to put 
speakers in the field and scatter broad¬ 
cast over the land Socialistic literature. 

The supreme self-sacrificing moment 
has arrived. We feel convinced that all 
true Socialists and lovers of freedom 
everywhere will rise to a full apprecia¬ 
tion of the situation and contribute to 
the best of their ability. A paper, book, 
or pamphlet sometimes awakens a giant 
for the cause. 

It is of the utmost importance that 
we make a good showing this coming 
election, for on that showing may hinge 
the movement for the next four years. 
Tens of thousands are waiting to see 
if we are a factor in the affairs of man¬ 
kind before they link their destinies with 
ours. 

Branch subscription lists will be sent 
to all the branches throughout the coun¬ 
try, and the branches are respectfully re¬ 
quested to put forth an extraordinary 
effort for this occasion. We would rec¬ 
ommend that the branches individually 
or collectively conduct branch socials or 
picnics for the specific purpose of rais¬ 
ing funds for the campaign. 


HIS HANOS ARE FULL 

Dear Comrades: Several branches of 
onr organization have, very kindly com¬ 
plimented nte with a nomination for the 
new executive board, for which I am 
deeply appreciative, especially so in view 
of the recent controversy within otir 
ranks. 

From the ashes of the great A. R. U, 
strike this party rose, and from that 
time has received my best efforts. 

1 have accepted the position of secre¬ 
tary of the national campaign committee 
and to that task will now devote my 
time until November 6, 1900. and feel 
thereafter that I can best work for our 
party by more extensively devoting my¬ 
self to Illinois. 

Comrades, 1 must insist on declining 
as a candidate to the N. E. B. I remain 
the obedient sen-ant of the Social Dem¬ 
ocratic Party. 

SEYMOUR STEDMAN. 

July 28, 1900. 


Iltivc your cttitl in Me riot in the 
ItUANCll III It UCTOlt Y, 12 r. Ceil Is |ier 
Month. It will help you in the work 
in your locality. 


COURT MOVED TO PITY 

Judge Foster, in General Sessions. 
Manhattan, July 25 suspended sentence 
in the case of John Schecljter of Den¬ 
ver, Colo., who had pleaded guilty to at¬ 
tempted blackmails An extraordinary 
amount of testimony as to the previous 
good character of the defendant, who is 
only 21 years old, as well as his own 
story, informed the court. 

Schechtcr came to New York a few 
months ago on the advice of his doctor, 
who said the sea air might cure him. 
He left behind him a young wife, ill with 
consumption. He obtained work in this 
city at his trade of cigar making. He 
had been working only a few days when 
lie received word from his wife that she 
was without money and dying-and that 
he must.hurry if he wanted to see.her 
aliye. 

Without means and in absolute des¬ 
peration, he said, he wrote to Oscar 
Schein, a cigarmaker at 42 West One 
Hundred and Twenty-ninth street, 
threatening to expose him for defraud¬ 
ing the government unless Schein sent 
him $50. He was ar'ested and pleaded 
guilty. 

Letters speaking highly of Schech- 
ter’s past and verifying the truth of his 
story about his wife were sent to Judge 
Foster by two rabbis of synagogues ill 
Denver, by four lawyers and by three of 
the leading tobacco men of Denver. A 
Denver real estate firm offered to pay 
Schechter’s fare to Denver if the court 
would suspend sentence. 

Schcchter wept as Judge Foster told 
him to go home and comfort his wife. ’ 


SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
CAMPAIGN BUTTONS 
aaKHU PINS 00 


With 11 line miniature photo of our 
Presidential Candidate 


EUGENE V. DEBS 


TO ILLINOIS SOCIALISTS 

Socialists of 1 IIi lois are informed 
that circulars are being sent out by 
persons not members of the Social 
Democratic party soliciting funds for 
campaign purposes. All contributions 
for the Social Democratic state cam¬ 
paign should be sent to State Campaign 
Committee, 126 Washington Street, 
Chicago. 


PUICI28: 

Single Buttons or Fins .... / 5 C 

1 l>oz. Buttons or Pins ... 5Dc 
50 Buttons or Fins - - $1 75 

IOO Buttons or Fins .... BOO 

A**howu by thi* print li»t,ttj«rw remaino for tlm rt- 
rnil ilruH-r u uaudwiiiia pn.h . hr tlie l.ul tun* miiclit to 
find • rwady mih nt 5 c-nt* * pi wr; Ti « Social limn* 

. ratio biam-lir* can -wurr thin profit by onlt-rmir and 
s*-)liiii{ lbfat* K"«hIi' tlifm*p|»f.-. Uu ai r. ui t i f tin* rx- 
l«*n» ij»Ml • ••»’ pMt. i,t tb» button* ran *Im. b». worn 
■s Luff llui!on*. (,..mr„dc K. V. Drb« i.*„ «i*rn 11 a 
l*nni*rino t«* niniiufai.ttirqi ilua butt.-n and *| H .k»- *«*ry 
Idtflil) of tb-m.— "• bare nure*-d loffire ml I***.*! 10per 
retit. of the net proceed* of tile Mile of • lie rh but ton* to 
the rampaiffu fund of the Social lli-n.o. rutic F iiy. 

It in a good and a cheap article for ever* Sttrinl Bern-’ 
If 1 * 1 ! nl1 , °. bM * ‘ »'"l»aikD Pusher fur «mr 
Party! Order a h«ndrcd nt a tune! 

lake Notice:—When the mih unt 1* rnrloard with 
the order w« wnd the good* free of charge. ,,ti„ , w ,„ 8 
»*. O. i).. rxpreaa charge* to be p,.d b> |e-r-oo ordering 
gooda. All older* end iuq'uiriea abould l>~ a.idr >mhJ to 


NOTICE TO COMMITTEEMEN 

The meeting of the County Campaign 
Committee on Sunday, August 12, will 
be held at Central Labor Union Hall, 55 
North Clark street, near Michigan ave¬ 
nue. The meeting will be called to or¬ 
der at 10 a. m., and every comrade 
elected to serve on the committee is ex¬ 
pected to attend. 


PECULIAR IDEAS OF ARITHMETIC 

% _Wh.it peculiar ideas of arithmetic the 
rasionists have 1 When 2,702 votes were 
( rast on the proposition submitted by 
the N. E. C. as to union, the anti-De 
fc.Womtes and their co-adjutors in the S. 
\' * 3 - P. shrieked with one accord: "1 hat 
j y We is N. G. Not half of the member- 
a. *h'P voted. It is not a majority!” And 
®ow, when 1.107 votes are cast on the 
I Sonfcrinve committee's report, the peo- 
Bi* triumphantly declares it to be “an 
E: overwhelming majority”! 

And again, the vote cast in favor of 
Bn ton, including those who were not in 
f°od standing, was 1,249. When 1.107 
fjffjtq for union on the conference co:n- 
Pjphe c’s report, the Haverhill Social 
Rpnocrat declares it to be “an increase 
Sj “nearly 200” 1 Wontolla. 


IF YOU SYMPATHIZE 

WITH 

TRADE UNIONS 


NEW BRANCHES 


Carthage, Mo. 
Janesville, Wis. 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Granite, Mont. 
Augusta, Mich. 
Monroe, Wis. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
Ryan, Iowa. 


You will encourage (lie Mile 
OF UNION LAIII'X GOODS 

I* yon want Union L.b.1 Shoo, d-maod tb« abnaa 
Unl.tn Stamp. No .Inn- I- Union nmdi-nnln-> II Unary 
V* Union sump. No - li.rar or n-j allr for llir Ulloo 
b'Mnip. your *Ii«k« o.-mUt m.<i i*k- -urn n* 

«.ml for lau»t ll-t of fartnri.a. Sn1»n|U. |„ r •' TU 
Uoiun Boot aud Shoe Worker, M 50 ct* per >>*r. 

Boot au<l Shoe Worker* Union, 

Atlantic At*., Button, Mom, 


NATIONAL CAMPAIGN FUND 

Atron.N. Sadols, New York... (1.00 

E Iwerd Lokaj. Chicago. 2.00 

i 10 . *:Mechen. Gonic.SO 

862.65 


NOMINATIONS CALLED FOR 

The Executive Board requests the 
Branches to make nominations for a 
new board, to.consist -as provided for 
by the constitution, of nine members. 


P.miomly reported 


Montana Noeiiill*!* 

All unattached 8 -cialiaia in Montana pi. are 
communicate wnb J. F. Fox. 71 E Park aireet, 
Butte, for the purpone of furthering Social 
Democratic propaganda. 


Subscribers w.ll find their expiration 
number on wrapper. Prompt renewal la 
requested. 


Subscribe fur the Herald. 
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COMMON WEAL AND 

PRIVATE INITIATIVE 

(Continued from first Page) 

nianity in irons; squeezing us all 
through the self-saine mould; sending 
us all wriggling through life, dressed, 
shaped and colored alike, as so many 
tadpoles in a ditch. 

Since we do .not expect to gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles, the 
best method of examining this charge is 
to consider what manner of men those 
whom we have known as Socialists have 
hitherto proved themselves to be. For, 
as it is only the most pronounced indi¬ 
vidualities who wed themselves to a 
movement in its first unpopularity, so it 
is always these early pioneers from 
whom the movement draws its charac¬ 
ter. In the first place, then, the Social¬ 
ists have all, without exception, been 
rebels against authority. As such they 
have been persecuted, imprisoned, ex¬ 
iled, hanged. In the second place they 
have been all, without exception, evo¬ 
lutionists, and he who is an evolutionist 
is also a revolutionist, since the accept¬ 
ance of the evolutionary philosophy is 
the profoundest mental revolution con¬ 
ceivable. It inverts the whole picture of 
life; or rather, to speak more accurately, 
it open's our eyes to the fact that the 
whole picture has been hitherto present¬ 
ed topsy-turvy. The fable of a fancied 
fall is replaced with the proof of a con¬ 
tinuous ascent; for the pessimistic cari¬ 
cature of man as a degraded creature, 
conceived in sin, there is substituted a 
figure glowing with life and hope; an in¬ 
dividuality with a matchless record of 
triumphs over hostile environments; a 
being pre-eminently capable of selecting 
from and absorbing all that is best in his 
environment; a being therefore essen¬ 
tially fitted for self-government. This is 
unquestionably the teaching of evolu¬ 
tion ; this is the ideal it holds up as that 
which alone is worthy of the dignity of 
man. This is the ideal which, instinct¬ 
ively, Democracy is struggling to realize 
in every country, and for that struggle, 
which has but just begun, the Social- 
Democrats—the Socialists—are prepar¬ 
ing all along the line. 

This central note of self-government 
dominates the whole of their philosophy, 
and their actions are the best proof of 
the assertion. The world, which is wed¬ 
ded to custom and consequently hates 
the rebellion of free individualities, has 
accused the Socialists of revolt against 
every Venerable respectability in exist¬ 
ence, and the accusation is unquestion¬ 
ably just. They are pitiless critics of ex¬ 
isting institutions, and the criticism is 
very far indeed from being con¬ 
fined to our existing economic 
system, - though • the bucialisis ,are 
peculiar for their steady insistence 
that it is the economic system that 
gives the shape to all other institutions. 
To this system, under which the means 
of production and distribution are the 
property of a class, they trace directly 
the entire system of class rule, repre-' 
sentative government being necessarily, 
in their eyes, tee sorriest of farces so 
long as this endures. 

It would be easy to Show, did space 
permit, that the whole democratic move¬ 
ment, of which Socialism is the advance 
guard, has had its rise in an altered con¬ 
ception of the origin and destiny of 
man: a conception that has slowly 
dawned upon the world, that llanted • 
conspicuously into life during tlic period 
of the Renaissance, and has received an 
enormous impetus of late through the 
scientific investigations of the evolution¬ 
ists. As this proud conception is direct¬ 
ly opposed to the humiliation doctrine 
that the .Church still teaches, the ques¬ 
tion of the future attitude of the Church 
toward the democratic movement in 
general, and Socialism in particular, is 
full of interest. 

In reality a far more important ques¬ 
tion is the attitude of Socialism toward 
the Church. The Church is on the de¬ 
fense ; she will shift her ground per- 
. pctually according to the fierceness of 
the attack, and yield position after posi¬ 
tion as she has already yielded them. In¬ 
deed, as regards a large proportion of 
our Protestant clergy, the charge re¬ 
cently made by Father Ignatius that 
they are clergy only in name, and free¬ 
thinkers in reality, is strictly true. Hith¬ 
erto, however. Socialism, having its 
hands full with the elucidation of the 
economic problem, has been content to 
accentuate the point on which it finds 
itself in harmony with all existing relig¬ 
ions. That point is the solidarity of 
the race, the brotherhood of man; an- 
individualistic as well as a collectivist 
truth that all religions, dependent as 
they arc on the masses for support, have 
always found it necessary to advance as 
the fundamental basis of ‘heir teaching. 
Unfortunately, all existing religions 
have immediately proceeded to under¬ 
mine this principle of solidarity by divid¬ 
ing mankind into the lost and the saved, 
the sinners and the saints; by the abom¬ 
inable calumny that we were conceived 
in sin; by the grossly immoral doctrine 
of vicarious atonement, the most flag¬ 
rant inducement to the abuse of life ever 
imposed upon human credulity. As So- ! 
cialism gathers strength and clearness, j 
and takes its stand more firmly on the 
solidarity of the race—achievable only 
through the conception of the indivi¬ 
dual as a being of infinite capabilities— 
it will find it necessary, to join in a gen¬ 
eral movement for the explosion of 
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these dogmas, a movement in which it 
will have for allies all those who are sat¬ 
urated with the evolutionary philosophy 
of the age. It will preach to the masses 
the piost inspiring sermon they have 
ever heard, and they will be greedy lis¬ 
teners; for it will stir to the depths the 
enormous body of discontent already 
engendered by the palpable injustices 
of society. It will follow a method the 
direct opposite of that so laboriously 
pursued for ages by the Church. It will 
.say, with the historian Froude, that “the 
patience of the poor is the wonder of the 
world,” “and,” it will add, “its greatest 
crime.” Disobedience will necessarily 
be its text; for, speaking from the 
standpoint of the natural as opposed to 
the supernatural, it will be forced to 
condemn tolerance of unnatural condi¬ 
tions as the most intolerable of vices. It 
will say with Oscar Wilde: “The virtues 
of the poor may be readily admitted, ami 
are much to be regretted.” It will tell 
them that class rule and liberty cannot 
possibly be co-existent; that in the ex¬ 
istence of class rule is to be found the 
source of all their ills; that its abolition 
is therefore the sternly paramount duty 
of the hour. If will point out that all 
class rule depends exclusively on the 
power of the purse, which rests in its 
turn, on the monopoly of the instru¬ 
ments of production and exchange; and 
that, to abolish class rule, there is but 
one thing to be done, viz., to place such 
instruments in the joint possession and 
control of the united people. It will jus¬ 
tify this startling change not only on 
grounds of expediency but on grounds 
of abstract justice. • by showing 
that the earth, and the inventions by 
which we make the earth obedient to 
our will, have come down to us as a joint 
heritage, to be administered for the 
commonweal. It will go much further 
than this. Pointing to man’s achieve¬ 
ments in the past, it will give the masses 
the most positive assurance of their ca¬ 
pacity to complete the conquest, and, by 
firing them with hope, if will supply the 
one thing needed to make a revolution 
successful and complete. For hope and 
self-confidence are the'parents of all 
great changes, and' the glory of evolu¬ 
tion is the optimistic gospel it proclaims. 

In all this it is clear that the clergy 
must either abandon completely therr 
view of man as a degraded being, des¬ 
tined forever to a leading-string exis¬ 
tence, or they must throw in their Kit 
with' the reactionists. That such of 
them as choose the latter course will 
have no lack of company among the so- 
called evolutionists themselves is. un¬ 
happily, certain, if Mr. Herbert Spen¬ 
cer’s name is to have the weight in the 
future that it has carried in the past, Mr. 
Spencer has been steadily educating a 
school to the delusion that evolution is 
at all times a gradual and slow-paced 
process that moves with even foot. 
Against this will be.set proof over¬ 
whelming that the teachings of all his¬ 
tory are: slow preparation followed by 
the quickest action; a lengthy incuba¬ 
tion and a sudden birth. 

Throughout this century a debate has 
been in progress such as the world has 
never seen, and history invariably re¬ 
peats itself. The hour inevitably arrives 
when men decide that they have talked 
enough; the general understanding is 
complete, and action is in order, lfow 
soon that hour shall come, how deep the 
action decided on shall reach, must nec¬ 
essarily depend on the thoroughness of 
the discussion; for solidarity of thought 
is only possible where the leading prop¬ 
ositions have been boldly submitted and 
candidly discussed. I believe that the 
major premise round which the fight 
must rage is the evolutionary doctrine 
of the dignity of man; his limitless ca¬ 
pacity for self-government t>f every kind 
—industrial as well as religious and po¬ 
litical. The two latter are, indeed, to¬ 
day in theory conceded, thanks to the 
Protestant Reformation and the French 
and American Revolutions. The first, 
which is the next and by far the most 
important link in the chain of evolution, 
has yet to be established. 

While regarding the orthodox Church 
as a reactionary force, I am far from re¬ 
garding her as a great one. In her or¬ 
ganization, in the gifts she can bestow, 
in the prestige she can confer on those 
who openly attach themselves to her, 
and in the aesthetic attractions with 
which she surrounds herself, she has an 
apparent strength that makes a brave 
showing in fine weather, but it is ill fit¬ 
ted to stand the tempest that is coming.' 
Shq will find herself, if she continues ob¬ 
stinately to expose democracy, pitted 
against both tfte intellect and the inter¬ 
ests of the age, and the combination will 
be irresistible. Every public upheaval 
we have had since the Reformation has 
proved the truth of this position. The 
French Revoluon is a notable case in 
point, and the French Revolution took 
place a hundred years ago in a country 
where the densest ignorance prevailed, 
and slavish obedience to the priest had 
been the rule for centuries. Twenty 
years ago the same phenomenon pre¬ 
sented itself, though far more conspicu¬ 
ously, in the Paris Commune, and the 
stand that Parnell was tfble to take sin¬ 
gle-handed. against the clergy in Ire¬ 
land—the Church’s modem Gibraltar— 
is pregnant with instruction. It will be 
observed that I have taken all my illus¬ 
trations from the historv of the Roman 
Catholic Church. The Protestants have 
too much rebel blood in their veins to 


be able to play the part of reactionaries 
with effect, and many of their sects have 
practically long since rejected the super¬ 
stitions I have criticised. 

(To be continued:) 


FARMER AND WAGE EARNER 

In a recent report the State Labor 
Commissioner of New Hampshire says 
of the shoe industry in that slate that 
there are employed, in round numbers, 
13.000 hands, whose annual wages per 
certified returns aggregate over $5 000,- 
000, an average of $385 each. This in¬ 
cludes salaries of superintendents, book¬ 
keepers, and the higher salaried officials 
of the great companies. The factory or 
jobber’s price pf the product of this la¬ 
bor for the same year was $23,000,000. 
while the retail price or cost of the same 
to consumer was $35 000,000. The cost 
of raw material (virtually labor, $5,000.- 
000; margins, $10,000, of other indus¬ 
tries) was $15,000,000, which, with the 
wages paid as above, leaves a ba'ance of 
from $15,000,000 to $25,000,000 cost of 
product to the consumer (which in¬ 
cludes the factory hands) over and above 
the labor cost of the same. In a word, 
labor receives one dollar's worth and 
capital at least three dollars’ worth of 
the product of this great indispensable 
industry. Hence, labor is able to buy 
back, at best, only one dollar in four of 
that which it produces, and the other 
three dollars’ worth of product must 
seek a- market elsewhere than in the 
United States. Hence, the constantly 
increasing demand among our commer¬ 
cial men for foreign markets. Hence, 
too, the present inadequacy of the home 
market that once made the American 
fanner the most independent agricultur¬ 
ist in the world. This state of things is 
true in every avenue of productive in¬ 
dustry. Invention and machinery have 
so taken the place of skilled hand labor 
in all these' lines, as in the shoe indrtstry, 
that, largely, cheap labor is more and 
more in demand, and the skilled artisan 
finds it more and more difficult to se¬ 
cure steady and remunerative employ¬ 
ment in his chosen vocation. In the 
meantime, his wife or boys or girls are 
holding the machine down and receiv¬ 
ing nominal wages therefor. 

The direct influence of these changes 
upon agriculture is the restriction of 
home and local markets, and conse¬ 
quently reduction of prices. This is not 
so noticeable in the staple productions 
(as wheat, etc.), which are subject to 
world-wide conditions, as it is in the 
side lines of production, which hereto¬ 
fore have been the most profitable 
sources of the farmer’s income. New 
conditions need new adjustments. As 
each succeeding adjustment opens the 
way for newer and more advanced con¬ 
ditions, it is useless to look for a pan¬ 
acea good for all time to come for the 
ills to which agriculture is exposed. The 
progressive, the intelligent farmer is the 
one who is ever on the alert to adjust 
his methods arid enterprises to,the man¬ 
ifest progress of the age. What is true 
in these respects in the United States is 
equally true in ’other lands, and the 
“pauper labor of Europe” is already an 
open question here.—F. E. Miller in 
Topeka Farmers' Advocate. 

HiippenjiigN in Washington 

The terrible street railway accident 
in Tacoma on the Fourth of July, where 
forty-two human beings were ushered 
into’ eternity, and more than three score 
were injured, because the company in 
the lust for greed overloaded its defec¬ 
tive car and its inexperienced motor- 
man, who was employed to make trips. 
Human life and safety being-a second¬ 
ary consideration, makes a strong ar¬ 
gument for Social sm. Such a catastro¬ 
phe couldn't have happened under prop¬ 
er supervision by the municipa'dtv. Now 
comes the Seattle strike among the 
poorly paid telephone girls; they are 
getting the sympathy of the whole com- 
muniij-.. Corporate greed is killing its 
votaries; things are coming our way 
with lightn ng rapidity. Then further 
east there is the ft. Louis strike, which 
shows what the corporations are trying 
to do with wage-earners; the day is 
breaking over head; our masters are 
doing themselves to a finish. 

It is to be regretted that our followers 
arc so few>, apparently, out here. Many 
say our theories are all right, but that 
the time is too soon. They forget that 
it is never too early to do right. 

M. CUNNINGHAM. 

The degeneracy and corruption of 
modern representative government arc 
attributed in large measure by Prof. 
John R. Commons to the fact that our 
representatives today, instead of being 
specialists, claim to represent “the whole 
people.” “When all classes of voters,” 
says Prof. Commons (writing in the In¬ 
dependent)—“capitalists and laborers, 
Catholics and Protestants, educated and 
ignorant, natives and foreigners, whites 
and blacks—are thrown into one district 
or ward and are commanded to elect one 
man who shall represent all. plainly 
they can elect a co’orlcss candidate who 
represents none.” What is needed, ac¬ 
cording to Prof. Commons, is repre¬ 
sentation according to interests, and he 
claims that this basis of representation 
is sustained by historical, as well as 
by logical, reasons. 

Persons living in Nebraska and accepting 
Ibe principles of Socialism are requested to 
communicate with T. A. Edwards. 3220 Cali¬ 
fornia street. Omaba, with a view to the or¬ 
ganization of branches ot the Social Demo¬ 
cratic party. 
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lets will be sent to branches and indi¬ 
vidual workers at cost of printing and 
postage. 

LEAFLET NO. 1 is an address to 
unorganized Socialisis; contains infor¬ 
mation concerning the Socialist move¬ 
ment. the party and its methods, object 
and program. 

LEAFLET NO. 2—“An Open Letter 
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and-convincing paper on the wage ques¬ 
tion, production, distribution of wealth 
and an appeal to the intelligence of the 
working class. 
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THE PLATFORM 


The Social Democratic. Party of America 
declares that life, liberty and happiness depend 
Mpon equal political and economic rights. 

In our economic development an industrial 
revolution has taken place, the individual tool 
of former years having become the social tool 
of the present. The individual tool was owned 
by the worker who employed himself and was 
master of his product. The social tool, the 
machine, is owned by the capitalist and the 
worker is dependent upon him for employ¬ 
ment. The capitalist thus becomes the master 
of the worker and is able to appropriate to 
himself a large share of the product of hi? 
labor. 

Capitalism, the private * ownership of ’ the 
means of production, is responsible for the in¬ 
security of subsistence, the poverty, misery 
and degradation of the ever-growing majority 
of our people; hut the same economic forces 
which have produced and now intensify the 
capitalist system will necessitate the adoption 
of Socialism, the collective ownership of the 
means of production for the common good 
and welfare. 

The present system of social production and 
private ownership is rapidly converting society 
into two antagonistic classes—w e., the capital¬ 
ist class and the propertyless class. The mid¬ 
dle class, once the most powerful of this great 
nation, is disappearing in the mill of competi¬ 
tion. The i-isue is now between the two class¬ 
es first named. Our political liberty is now of 
little value n» the masses unless used to acquire 
economic liberty. 

Independent political action and the trade 
union movement are the chief emancipating 
factors of the working class, the one represent¬ 
ing its political, the other its economic wing, 
and both must co-operate to abolish the cap¬ 
italist system. 

Therefore the Social pcmocratic Party of 
America deejares its object to be; 

First—The organization of the working 
class into a political party to conquer the 
public powers nr>w controlled by capitalists. 

Second—The abolition of wage-slavery by 
the establishment of a national system of co¬ 
operative industry, based upon the social or 
common ownership of the means of produc¬ 
tion and distribution, to be administered by 
society in the common interest of all its mem¬ 
bers. and the complete emancipation of thre 
socially useful classes from the domination of 
capitalism. w 

The working class and all those in sym¬ 
pathy with their historic mission to realize 
a higher civilization should sever connection 
with all capitalist and reform parties and uni»e 
with the Social Democratic Party of America. 

The control of political power by the Socia 1 1 
Democratic party will be tantamount to the 
abolition of all class rule. 

The solidarity of labor connecting the .mil¬ 
lions of class-conscious fellow-workers 
throughout the civilized world will lead to in¬ 
ternational Socialism, the brotherhood of man. 

As steps in that direction, we make the fol¬ 
lowing demands: 

First—Revision ot our federal constitution, 
in. order to remove the obstacles to complete 
control of government by the people irre¬ 
spective of sex. 

Second—The public ownership of all indus¬ 
tries controlled by monopolies, trusts and com¬ 
bines. 

Third—The public ownership of all rail¬ 
roads. telegraphs and telephones; all means 
of transportation, and communicatibn; all 
water-works, gas and electric plants, and other 
public utilities. 

Fourth—The public ownership of all gold, 
silver, copper, lead, iron, coal, and other 
mines, and all oil and gas wcl’s. 

Fifth—The reduction of the hours of labor 
in proportion to the increasing facilities of 
production. 

Sixth—The inauguration of a system of pub¬ 
lic works and improvements for the employ¬ 
ment of the unemployed, the public credit to 
he utilized for that-purpose. 

Seventh—Useful inventions to be free, the 
inventor to be remunerated by the public. 

Eighth— 1-abor legislation to be national, in¬ 
stead 6f local, and international when possible. 

Ninth—National insurance of working peo¬ 
ple against accidents, lack of employment and 
want in old age. 

Tenth—Equal civil and political rights, for 
men and women, and the abolition of all laws 
discriminating against women. 

Eleventh—The adoption of the initiative 
and referendum, proportional representation, 
and the right of recall of representatives by 
the voters. 

. Twelfth—Abolition of war and the introduc¬ 
tion of international arbitration. 
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